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FACTUM OF THE DEFENDANT (MOVING PARTY),
THE CORPORATION OF HALDIMAND COUNTY

PART I- NATURE OF MOTION

1. This Factum is filed in support of the motion brought on behalf
defendant, The Corporation of Haldimand County ("the County") for:

a. an order granting summary judgment with respect to the claim
the County; and

b. an order granting the County the costs of this motion.
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PART II - THE FACTS

Overuiew:

2. This class action arises out of a land claims dispute between the Six Nations of
the Grand River Indian Band ("Six Nations") and the federal government which
resulted in the occupation by members of the Six Nations of the Douglas Creek
Estates and subsequent barricading by the Six Nations and others of a portion
of Argyle Street in the Community of Caledonia.

Given the nature and scope of the dispute, the provincial government (,,the
Province"), the federal government and the Ontario Provincial Police ("O.p.p.")
immediately took control of the situation and were entirely responsible for
determining and implementing the response to the occupation and closure of
Argyle Street from both a political and a policing perspective.

Although it is alleged in the Amended Statement of Claim that the County
failed to adequately respond to the ongoing situation, the County was
powerless to do anything given the involvement of the upper levets of
government and the O.P.P. and the nature of the issues involved.

The Caledonia occupation was and remains a complex and delicate matter of
provincial and federal importance. In order to properly deal with this occupation
and the threat of future occupations, the underlying land claims dispute must
be resolved. lt is naive to suggest that the situation in Caledonia could have
been dealt with at a municipal level.

The claim against the County relates only to the alleged failure to provide
adequate policing and the failure to ensure that Argyle Street remain open.

3.

4.

5.

6.
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7.

Background:

The County is a singletier municipality located in southwestern Ontario. The
Community of Caledonia is located within the County and lies just east of the
Six Nations Reserve, which is the most populous reserve in Canada. The
Douglas Creek Estates is a parcel of property located in Caledonia which was
owned by Henco Industries Limited ("Henco") and is now owned by the
Province.

Reference: Affidavit of Wittiam Pearce, sworn June 4,2OOT, at paras. 1 and 2

On or about January 28, 2004, the County entered into a five-year agreement
with the Province for the provision of police services pursuant to section 10 of
the Potice Seruices Acf ("the Police Services Agreement"). This agreement
was in effect at times material to this action and required the O.p.p. to provide
the county with adequate and effective police services.

Reference: Affidavit of Wttiam Pearce, sworn June 4, 2OOT , at para. 4
Police Seryrbes Agreemenf, dated January 2g,2OO4

As a result of the Police Services Agreement, all policing functions in the
County were under the direct control of the O.P.P. who reported to the police
Services Board.

fn a letter dated February 1,2007, the O.P.P. confirmed that occurrences or
emergencies of provincial or national scope are included in the O.p.p.'s
mandate and specifically that "the O.P.P. resources deployed to ensure the
safety and security of the community around Douglas Creek Estates have
been applied subject to this provincial mandate with associated costs borne by
the province."

Rererence: 
ffiii;:;:#":f |;jl, !i,{Z',B1*Br:HTo 

1, 2oor, Arridavit or

8.

9.

1 0 .
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The Occupation:

On February 28, 2006, members of the Six Nations ("the protesters")
commenced the occupation of the Douglas Creek Estates. They erected
blockades and manned all entrances to the properg. The Six Nations claim
that the Douglas Creek Estates belongs to them and opposed the bui6ing of a
subdivision on the property.

Reference: Affidavit of Wittiam Pearce, sworn June 4,2OOT, at para. 3
Reasons for Ruling of Matheson J. in Henco tndustries Limited v.
Haudenosaunee Sx Nafiong at p. 2
Amended Sfafement of Claim, at para. 2g and 2g

The response to the occupation, including all policing issues arising therefrom,
was controlled entirely by the provincial and the federal governments and the
O'P.P. The County did not have any authority to act other than at the request
and direction of the provincial and federal governments.

Reference: Affidavitof Wittiam Pearce, sworn June 4,2OO7,at para.9

On March 3, 2006, Henco brought an application to the Superior Court of
Justice against the Haudonosaunee Six Nations Confederacy Councit, various
individual band members and the County, requesting, among other things, an
injunction restraining the Protesters from continuing the occupations of the
Douglas Creek Estates and ordering the removal of any barricades on public
roadways.

Reference: Affidavit of Wittiam Pearce, sworn June 4, 2OOT , at para. 11
Amended Statement of Claim, at para. 32

As the County had not yet assumed any of the roadways on the Douglas
Creek Estates and had no interest in the property, it did not participate in the
original application.

Reference: Supplemelary Affidavit of Wittiam Pearce, sworn June 13, 2oOT,
at paras. 3 and 4

12.

13 .

14.
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On March 6, 2006, the Honourable Justice Matheson issued an Order granting
an interim and interlocutory injunction as against the Six Nations and the
individual respondents, requiring them to effectively end the occupation. The
Order also required the O.P.P. to assist in the execution of the Order at the
request of the Sheriff, including the removal of any persons who refuse to
comply. No order was made requiring the County to do or refrain from doing
anything.

Reference: Amended statement of claim, at para. 32

On March 9, 2006, the Honourable Justice Marshall issued an Order making
the Order of Justice Matheson permanent.

Reference: Amended statement of claim,at para. 33

As the majority of the Protesters failed to comply w1h the Injunction Order,
Justice Marshall ultimately issued two contempt orders w1h respect to the
Protesters who were in breach. There were numerous appearances before
Justice Marshall who took a very active role in monitoring the situation.

Reference: Amended statement of claim,at para. 34-3s

On Apr,a 20,2006, the O.P.P. attempted to forcibly remove the Protesters from
the Douglas Creek Estates, however it was not able to secure the propefi
which was re-occupied by Protesters shortly thereafter. The County was not
consulted by the O.P.P. with respect to this action and was only advised of this
police action as it was occurring.

Reference: Amended statement of claim, at para. 3g
Affidavit of wiltiam pearce, sworn June 4,2oo7,at para. 1s

16.

17 .

18 .
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The Closure of Argyle Street:

20.

Folfowing the O.P.P. action of April 20, 2006, Protesters set up barricades on
Argyle Street. The County did not itself close Argyle Street nor did it in any way
authorize, permit or sanction the closure Argyle street.

Reference: Affidavitof Wiltiam Pearce, sworn June 4,2OOT,at para. 16 and24

The responsibility for dealing with the barricades on Argyle Street remained
entirely with the Province, the O.P.P. and the federal government. Again,
there was nothing that could reasonably have been done by the County to
remove the barricades on Argyle Street, either by force or otherwise.

Reference: Affidavit of Wittiam Pearce, sworn June 4,2007, at para. 1T-1g

The barricades on Argyle Street were, at all times, being closely monitored and
actively patrolled by the O.P.P. who were in direct control of the situation.

Reference: Affidavit of Wittiam Pearce, sworn June 4, ZOOT , at para. 1 g

On April 29, 2006, the Province announced that David Peterson had been
appointed to attempt to resolve short-term issues relating to the occupation,
including a resolution of the barricades on Argyle Street. Petersen engaged in
negotiations with the Six Nations leadership over the next three weeks which
uftimately resulted in the barricades being removed on May 22,2006.

Reference: Affidavit of Wtliam Pearce, sworn June 4,2007, at paras. 20-23

Although the County has offered to assist the Province and the Federal
government in resolving the issues surrounding the occupation, the County
has been and continues to be relegated to the sidelines. The County has been
largely excluded from the negotiations with the Six Nations which commenced
in March of 2006 despite the County's willingness to participate. The County
has, at all times, urged the federal government to formulate an expeditious

22.

23.

21.
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resolution to the occupation of the Douglas Creek Estates and surrounding
issues.

Reference: Affidavit of Wittiam Pearce, sworn June 4, 2oo1, at paras . 12-14and 19-21

PART III - ISSUES AND THE LAW

24. The County states that the following issues arise on this motion:

a' ls there a genuine issue for trial having regard to the allegations in the
Amended Statement of Claim and the evidence which is before the
Court;

b' Does the County owe a duty to the plaintiffs to provide adequate and
effective police services and if so, did it comply w*h its duty;

c' Can the County be liable to the plaintiffs for nuisance arising from the
barricading of Argyle Street.

A. Test on Summary Judgment

25' A party to an action may move for a determination of all or part of the claim
pursuant to Rule 20 of the Rute of Civit Procedure. Where the Court is
satisfied that there is no genuine issue for trial with respect to the claim or
defence, the court shall grant summary iudgment accordingly.

Reference: Rule 20.01(3) and 20.04(2) of the Rules of Civil procedure

26' A motion for summary judgment is the mechanism provided for in the Rules of
Civil Procedure for deciding cases where it has been demonstrated that a trial
is unnecessary.

Reference: Dawson v. Rexcrcft storage warehouse lnc.,tlgggl o.J. No. g24o
(C.A.) at para. 29
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In the case of a defendant's motion for summary judgment, the plaintiff bears
the evidentiary onus of demonstrating that his claim is adequately supported
by the evidence, The Court is entitled to assume that the record contains all
the evidence which the parties will present at trial. The responding party may
not rest on allegations or denials in the party's pleading, but must present, by
way of affidavit or other evidence, specific facts showing that there is a
genuine issue for trial.

Reference: Dawson v. Rexcraft Storage Warehouse lnc., supra at para. 1T
Augonie v. Galian so/id waste Materiat tnc. (1ggg), 1s6 D.L.R.
@\ 222 (ont. c.A.)

In considering whether to grant summary judgment, the Court will consider the
evidence to determine whether there is a genuine issue for trial with respect to
the material facts. The respondent must establish the claim as being one with
a real chance of success by adducing coherent evidence based on an
organized set of facts. The respondent must put his best foot forward and
"lead trump or risk losing". A responding party is not entiled to sit back and
rely on the possibility that more favourable facts may evolve at trial.

Reference: 10615gO Ontaio Limited v. ontario Jockey ctub (1gg5), 21 o.R.
(3d) 547 (C.A.)

lruing ungerman Limited v. GatanLs (1991),4 o.R. (3d) s4s (c.A.)
Transameica Accidentat Life lnsurance Co. v. Toronto Dominion
Qank, [19981 o.J. No. 1273 (Gen. Div.), varied in part (1999), 44
o.R. (3d) e7 (c.A.)

Duty to Provide Policing Services:

Pursuant to section 4 of the Potice Service s Act, every single-tier municipal1y
shall provide adequate and effective police services in accordance with its
needs.

B.

29.

Reference: Police servtbesAcl R.s.o. 1990, c. P.15, section4(1) and (4)
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Section 5 of the Police Services Acf provides that a rnunicipality's responsibility
shall be discharged by entering into an agreement under section 10 of the
Police seryrcesAcf to have porice services provided by the o.p.p.

Reference: Police Servrbes Acl R.S.O. 1990, c. p.1b, sections b(1) and 10

When a Police Services Agreement comes into effect, the O.P.p. shall provide
police services to the municipality and shall perform any other duty specified in
the agreement.

Reference: Police Seryrbes Acl R.S.O. 1990, c. p.1S, section 10(6)

In order to enter into a Police Services Agreement under section 10 of the
Police Services Acl the municipality must have a Police Services Board. The
Police Services Board acts independently of any control by rnunicipal council
and may sue or be sued in its own name.

Reference: Police seryices Acl R.s.o. 1990, c. P.15, sections 10(2) and 30(1)
Berlin (_city) and the c_oynty Judge of watedoo (county) (Re),
[1914] O.J. No. 7 (Ont. S.C. - H.C.D.) at para. 9_10

There can be no liability to a municipality for a loss sustained by residents
through inaction on the part of the police. ln Bowtes v. City of Winnipeg, infra,
the Court held that a municipality cannot be held liable "for anything done by
the police qua police".

Reference: Bowlesv. City of Winnipeg (1914),4S D.L.R. g4 (Man. K.B.) at p. 6(o.1.)

fn Baker v- Toronto (City), infra, the Ontario Supreme Court struck the
plaintiffs claims, holding that a municipality is not under a legal obligation to
prevent damage to private property which occurred during a riot. The Court
stated as follows:

what is complained of is the non-performance of the duty of
preserving the peace and of preventing robberies and other crimes
and offences; but that is a duty which the statute casts upon
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members of the force, the chief constable and the constables, and
not upon the city corporation.

There have been in many cases attempts to render municipalities
liable for wrongs done by constables when acting, as it was alleged,
as servants of the municipality. In nearly all of such cases, it-has
been held that the constables were not the servants of the
municipality, and that the municipality was not responsible for
wrongs done by them. The position of the City in these cases is, as
it appears to ffie, even stronger than ine position of the
municipalities which were defendants in those cases; for what is
complained of here is merely inaction; and, unless the act left
undone was an act which the city corporation was under legal
obligation to do it does not bring the corporation under liability, ev'en
if the person who was charged witn tne duty of doing it was a l"rsonwho, for some purposes and in respect of certain matters, could be
looked upon as the servant of the corporation.

Reference: Bakerv. Torcnto (city), t19191 o.J. No. 135 (ont. s.c. - H.c.D.) at
para. 9

It is submitted that in the case at bar, the County has clearly discharged its
duty to provide adequate and effective police services pursuant to section 4(1)
of the Police Seryrces Acf by entering into the Police Services Agreement w1h
the O.P.P. Section 5 of the Potice Services Acf clearly states that entering into
such an agreement shall be sufficient to discharge the municipality's duty.

Reference: Police Seryrbes Acf, R.S.O. 1990, c. p.15, section 4(1) and S(1)

It is worth mentioning that in paragraph 3 of the Police Services Agreement, it
specifically states that:

Ontario shall provide adequate and effective police services in
accordance with the needs of the Municipality in compliance with
the terms and conditions of the Agreement.

Reference: Police Services Agreemenf, dated January 2g,2004, para. 3
Police servrbes Act R.s.o. 1ggo, c. p.1 s, sectio n 4(1) and 5(1)

It is therefore submitted that there is no genuine issue for trial with respect to
the allegations against the County that it failed to discharge its duty to provide
adequate and effective police services to prevent crime and to enforce the law.

Reference: Amended statement of claim, at para. 5gA
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It is further submitted that it is clear that the County cannot be held liable for
the faifure of the O.P.P. to carry out its duties under the Potice Seruices Act.
Any cause of action in this regard would be against the O.p.p. or the province.

Closure of Argyle Street

The claim against the County with respect to the barricading of Argyle Street is
one of nonfeasance, a failure to act. lt is alleged that the County:

a. failed to close Argyle Street in accordance with the provisions of the
Municipal Act, 2AM,

b. failed to provide for the common law right of passage on Argyle
Street; and

c. failed to ensure that Argyle Street was kept free from nuisances.

Reference: Amended statement of claim, at para. s7-sgA

(i) The Gounty did not close Argyle Street

The plaintiffs' claim that the County failed to "close" Argyle Street in
accordance with the procedures set out in the Municipal Act, 2001, is entirely
without merit as the County never closed or intended to close Argyte Street. At
no time did the County ever pass a by{aw closing Argyle Street. The
procedures set out in the Municipat Act, 2001, forthe ctosing of a highway by a
municipality are therefore irrelevant.

Reference: Affidavit of Wiltiam Pearce, sworn June 4,2OOT, at paras. 24
Reference: Municipal Act, 2001, s.o. zoo1, c.25, sections 34 and 3s

In fact, what occurred was that the Protesters illegally erected barricades on
Argyle Street, following the O.P.P. action of April 21, 2006, which had the
effect of closing a portion of Argyle Street. This was obviously done without
the authority or consent of the County.

41 .
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Reference: Affidavit of Wittiam Pearce, sworn June 4,2OOT, at paras. 24

To suggest that the County itself closed Argyle Street or that it authorized the
Protesters to close Argyle Street is completely absurd and represents a
desperate attempt by the plaintiffs to ascribe liability to the County where there
is none.

(ii) The Gounty does not have a duty to remove the protesters

As a general rule, a municipality will not be liable for nonfeasance, as opposed
to misfeasance, unless there is an express statutory duty requiring the
municipafity to act. ln Montreal (City) v. Muclair, infra, the Supreme Court of
Canada, in upholding the dismissal of an action against the municipality for
allowing a building to encroach onto an established street line, held as follows:

... [The incidental demandl does not allege either any single act of
non-feasance by the corporation of any duty owed to t6e public
which is contended to have given to the defendants ground in law
for presenting their incidental demand. That the non-feasance of
any such duty would not give any cause of action to an individual
injured thereby unless an action should be expressly given by
statute ... must be taken to be conclusive.

Reference: Montreal (city) v. Muclan t18981 2g s.c.R.45g at p.7 (o.L.)

This principle was reiterated by the Ontario High Court of Justice in Brown v.
Hamilton (City), infra. In that case, the plaintiff was injured by the discharge of
a firecracker on a public road during a political demonstration contrary to the
Municipality's by-law. The Court dismissed the claim against the municipality
on the basis that there was no statutory du$ on the part of the municipality to
enforce its by-law prohibiting the discharging of firecrackers in public or to
prevent a public nuisance. The Court stated:

A different feature would be presented if the city authorities had by
act or license sanctioned or encouraged this display of fireworks in
the streets. In the case of a public nuisance, that mignt be regarded
as an act of misfeasance. Such appears to be th-e case citeO in
Forget v,.Corporation of Montreal (1888) 4 Mon. Sup. Ct.7Z. But
here all that can be attributed to the defendants is that they did not



- 1 3 -
If

intervene to stop.the procession; which, at the highest, is only , \4/lnonfeasance. And Engrish and canadian raw is weilietued that in ../ \ iregard to the govemance .and control of highways mere .,.yrn - tnonfeasance. on $e part of the municipal corporatio-n in which the dy tJ ., ,1.way is vested, forms no ground for seeking red-ress from the courts. /- n /
Reference: Brown v. Hamilton (W),l1gO2lO.J. No. 13b H.C.J. at para. 13 Vft/

lf{H.'; {"*"nguishene 
(rown), l2ooslo.J. No. 4ol e (Div. ct) 4

45' Finafly in Lefebwe v. Gtande-Merc (Town), infn, the supreme court of
canada again asserted that the failure of a municipality to exercise its power to .
regulate the use of a public highway does not form the basis of a cause of
action unless such an action is expressly provided by statute and such failures
do not offend a municipality's duty to kept its roads in a safe condition. The ^[
Court held as follows: / S

.... The powers g{ened by ... Art. s641 R.S.e. [which gave rhe ""4.fl* \municipality the right to regulate the use of publi; highw;ys and V .W Jr nllfstreetsl are clearly legislative or govemmentai and injiry resulting V nf.o{o\"from a faiture to exercise them does not give rise to a rigfit of ad6; V Af. tlexcept where ..sp9cifi.cafty so provid6d. rne riauir-itv oi ine "fmunicipality for the bad strate of the roads, streets, avenues, etc ...
does not cover a case such as this. ... the power coniened by [Art5641 R.S.e.l is a govemmential power to pais by_taws and faif rjri to
exercise it, in the.absence of specific provisions to that effect,
cannot fom the basis of a right of action.

Reference: Lefebvrc v. Grande_Merc (Town) (,1917), SS S.C.R. 121 at pp. F4(o.1.)

46. It is respectfully submitted that there is no express duty upon a municipality,
either by statute or common law, which requires it to provide for the public's
common law right of passage on public roads or to ensure that its public roads
are free from nuisance, subject to the duty to keep a highway in a "reasonable

state of repair" pursuant to section 44 of the Municipal Act, 200L In fact,
section 35 of the Municipal Act, 2OO1 , specifically allows a municipality to pass
by-laws removing or restricting the common law right of passage by the public
over a highway.
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Reference: Municipal Act, 2ool, s.o. 2001, c.2l,section 3s and 44

It is important to note that the public's common law right of passage over a
highway, which is not disputed, does not necessarily create a corresponding
obligation on a municipality to protect or enforce that right.

Pursuant to section 44 of the Municipal Act, 2OOl , a municipality has a specific
statutory duty to keep a highway in a "reasonable state of repai/,. A
municipality only has an obligation to eliminate nuisances that interfere with the
reasonable state of repair of the highway.

Reference: Municipal Act, 2ool, s.o. 2001, c.25,section 3s and 44

The purpose of this provision is to ensure that roads and bridges are properly
designed, constructed and maintained and reasonably free from physical
features which would render the road unsafe for those travelling upon it. lt
does not compel a municipality to remove persons who are demonstrating or
protesting on a public road, thereby creating a public nuisance.

Reference: Municipal Act,2ool, s.o. 2001, c.25,section 44

It is submitted that this provision cannot reasonably be interpreted as imposing
a general duty upon a municipality to ensure that the public's common law right
of passage on public roads is preserved. Such an interpretation is not
consistent with the use of the term "reasonable state of repair" in the statute.
Had the legislature intended on imposing such a broad duty upon
municipalities, it would have done so expressly.

With respect to the case at bar, the duty to keep a highway in a reasonable
state of repair does not impose an affirmative duty upon the County to take
steps to remove the barricades on Argyle Street, which were erected as an act
of political protest by the Six Nations during the course of a land claims dispute
with the federal government, as the presence of the Protesters does not affect
the state of repair of Argyle Street.

5 1 .


